National TV On Thursday 


Vol. 


10, No. 


8 


SECOND CLASS 
NEWSPAPER CLASSIFICATION 
DATED MATERIAL, PLEASE RUSH 


A NEWSPAPER DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO THE CHICAGO BEARS AND THE NFL. 


September 19, 1985 PUBLISHED BY 55 ENTERPRISES, INC. 


Bears-Vikes Preview 
Begins On Page 8 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 





Bears-Vikes Preview 


National TV On Thursday | Begins On Page 8 


SECOND CLASS 
NEWSPAPER CLASSIFICATION § 
DATED MATERIAL, PLEASE RUSH 1 25 


)_, BEAR 
IREPORT 


=o : A NEWSPAPER DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO THE CHICAGO BEARS AND THE NFL. 
Vol. 10, No. 8 September 19, 1985 PUBLISHED BY 55 ENTERPRISES, INC. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 





2 Chicago Bear Report September 19, 1985 




















A Newspaper Devoted Exclusively 
To The Chicago Bears and The NFL 


Vol. 10, No. 8 September 19, 1985 


On The Cover... 
Piet, 









DEFENSIVE end Rich- 
ard Dertit (95) has already 
recorded three sacks this 
season. (Bear Report 
photo by Jonathan 
Daniel) : 
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a sign to the world that God lives 






Luncheon eDinner Supper 
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eS. Watchus spin fresh pasta for you 
We are contemplative women who are called 
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apostolic prayer. Our lives are at the heart of 
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information write: 

Sister Josephine Clay 
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Bears Must Avoid Turnovers Tonight 


There is no doubt tonight's contest between the Vikings 
and the Bears will have a major impact on the standings 
in the NFC Central Division. The winner of the game will 


play. 

The Vikings have been the most surprising team in the 
NFL thus far. Both of their upset victories (over Tampa 
Bay and Minnesota) have come in typical Bud Grant 
fashion. lt appears the Vikings are being outplayed for the 
most part yet turnovers and big plays on the special teams 
are deciding the outcomes. 


IF THE BEARS ARE to avoid becoming upset victim No. 
3, they must stay away from the turnovers. Minnesota al- 
ways seems to capitalize on other teams’ mistakes. It 
doesn’t take much to get the Vikings cooking, especially 
in front of the noisy faithful at the Metrodome. 

The executives at ABC must love this matchup for na- 
tional television: two old rivals in the black and blue divi- 
sion battling for the division lead. | know the Bears will 
want to prove to the nation they are still the best club in 
the NFC Central. The Bears have not fared well on na- 
tional TV of late and certainly don’t want to be embar- 
rassed again. 

If the Bear defense plays like it did vs. New England, 
there is no way Chicago will lose at Minnesota. The Bears 
dominated on defense from beginning to end and drove 
quarterback Tony Eason crazy. They may have a tough- 
er time containing Tommy Kramer but still should give him 
some problems. The Vikings have a very young team and 
that leaves plenty of room for confusion on the part of many 


of their players. 

DESPITE TWO VICTORIES, the Vikings have had a lot 
of problems on defense thus far and the Bears will try to 
take advantage of Minnesota's inexperience in that depart- 
ment. The way the Bears are moving the ball now, Min- 
nesota will have its hands full. | 

When was the last time the Bear offense moved the ball 
so well without Walter Payton? Sweetness missed:a good. 
part of the New England game due to bruised ribs yet the 
Bear offense still moved with precision. The passing game, 
under the direction of QB Jim McMahon, appears to be 
getting stronger every week. Opposing defenses don’t 
know what the Bears are going to do next. 

It's encouraging that McMahon is spreading the ball 
around to a variety of people. The tight ends are making 
a lot of big plays and sovare the wide-outs. | think Willie 
Gault’s big catch in the third quarter was important for 
everyone concerned. Not only does it take the pressure 
off of Gault because of a few previous drops, but it will 
give the Bear coaching staff confidence in the speedster 
in future games. They need to get the bail to this guy a 
few times a week. 

As of press time for this issue, the status of McMahon 
for the Minnesota game was uncertain. Most people think 
he will play but you’re never sure until game time. If he 
isn’t ready, Steve Fuller will fill in and should do a great 

joo. Fuller had a big game at Minnesota last year and Ith 
sure he wouldn’t mind facing the Vikings again. The Bears 
are fortunate to have such a reliable reserve quarterback. 

Doug’s Picks for week three of the 1985 season can be * 
found on Page 10 of this issue. 
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QUARTERBACK JIM McMAHON (left) completed 13 of 21 passes for 232 yards and a touchdown before leaving the 
game with a pinched nerve in his neck. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


Singletary Records 3 Sacks, 1 Interception 


Defense Dominates In The Victory Over Patriots 


By Mark Friedlander 
Editor 


It didn’t take long for the Bears’ defense to regain the . 


form it displayed in 1984 when it led the National Football 
League in least yards allowed and established a league 
sack record. 

After one bad half against the Buccaneers in the sea- 
son opener, the defense buckled down and shut out Tam- 
pa Bay in the final two quarters. The trend continued 
against the Patriots last Sunday. The Pats were held to 
just 85 total yards in the first half and didn’t score until 
the fourth quarter when QB Tony Eason hooked up with 
FB Craig James on a 90-yard pass play. Other than that, 
the Bear defense totally dominated the visitors from the 
east and it resulted in an impressive 20-7 victory. 

THE VICTORY KEEPS the Bears in a first-place tie in 
the NFC Central with Minnesota and Detroit. All have 2-0 
records. And it makes Thursday night's nationally-televised 
contest (Channel 7, 7 p.m.) even more important. 

“You see how the mighty teams are getting their asses 
knocked off this year,’ said head coach Mike Ditka. “We 
don’t pretend to be one of the teams on the throne but 
we feel we have a right to take a shot at it.”’ 

If the defense continues to play like it did vs. New En- 
gland, the Bears may capture the crown in next January’s 
Super Bowl. The unit frustrated Eason all day and it record- 
ed six sacks on the former Illini star. The defense also 
picked off three passes. 

“WE JUST PLAYED Bear football the way we normal- 
ly do,”’ said LB Otis Wilson. ‘‘We were just shutting their 
people down and doing a lot of things. We had a great 
day. Everybody played well.” 

“It was like last year,’ added DT Dan Hampton. “‘Our 
defense set the tempo in most of the contest. We kept 
them off balance most of the day. New England had 
problems trying to get adjusted to what we were doing.” 

“Most AFC teams are not used to the type of defense 
we have,” said DE Richard Dent. 

ON OFFENSE, THE Bears continued to display a pass- 
ing attack which helped them knock off Tampa Bay in the 
opener. Quarterback Jim McMahon completed 13 of 21 
passes for 232 yards and one touchdown. 

“We were so successful today because we were able 
to mix in the run and pass,”’ said TE Emery Moorehead. 
“New England blitzes their outside linebackers and the 
key is getting four, five yards on first down. That keeps 
them out of the blitzing situation and opens up a lot of 
things.” 

Moorehead and fellow tight end Tim Wrightman seemed 
to be open all day. Moorehead caught two passes for 25 
yards while Wrightman had two receptions for 72 yards, 
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WIDE RECEIVER DENNIS McKinnon (left) caught five passes for 73 yards including a 32-yard touchdown toss in the 


first quarter. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


including. one which covered 49. 

“WE HAVE A LOT of good routes to the tight ends,” 
said Moorehead. ‘‘A lot of times we’re just the secondary 
receivers. But as long as we keep spreading it around, 
nobody’s complaining.” 

Two key members of the Bear offense left the game ear- 
ly in the fourth quarter due to injuries. McMahon has a 
pinched nerve in his neck while RB Walter Payton has 
bruised ribs. Payton had only 11 carries for 39 yards and 
sat out portions of the first half. Both are expected to play 





QUARTERBACK TONY EASON (11) was surrounded by Bear defenders throughout last Sunday’s game. (Bear Report 
photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


{ 


vs. the Vikings. 

“No question they’!l both play,” said trainer Fred Caito. 

McMAHON, WHO SAID his neck started hurting him 
after he woke up one morning last week, felt fine on the 
first drive of the game. It took him jusi five plays to move 
the team 69 yards to score the first touchdown of the ai- 
ternoon. The touchdown came on a 32-yard pass from 
McMahon to WR Dennis McKinnon. Two plays earlier, 
McMahon hit McKinnon on a 16-yard pass. 

“That’s the last guy we would ever hit on that pass,”’ 
said Ditka concerning the touchdown.,“‘it’s just like the 
one last week. The pass was supposed to go to Emery 
but he was covered pretty well.”’ 

“Jim has a lot of confidence in me,” said’ McKinnon. 
He was the leading receiver in the contest with five catches 
for 73 yards. 

““AS LONG AS | keep catching it, he’s gonna keep 
throwing it my way,’ McKinnon added. “'! just want to be 
consistent every week and make the big plays when 
needed.” 

For the rest of the first quarter, both teams’ defenses 
stiffened and it gave the punters an opportunity to work. 
New England's Rich Camarillo booted one which went 75 
yards. One series in the quarter also included a reverse 
to McKinnon but it went for 10 yards. 

“Somebody shot the gap and | lost my lead block,” said 
McKinnon. ‘‘It allowed Andre Tippeit to get in and pick me 
up. | don’t think we’ll run the reverse against Minnesota 
on Thursday.” - 

EARLY IN THE SECOND quarter, the Bears appeared 
to be driving toward another score when McMahon com- 
pleted consecutive passes to Moorehead (20 yards) and 
WR Ken Margerum (12 yards). But on the fourth play of 
the drive, Payton fumbled and the ball was recovered by 
free safety Fred Marion at the Patriots’ 37-yard line. 

“It was one of those decisions | have to make in the 
game,”’ said Payton. ‘‘If | get by the guy it’s open sailing. 
As soon as | jumped over one guy another grabbed my 
hand and the ball came loose. | probably just should have 
lowered my head and busted up there. It was a good play 
on their part.” 

Two plays after the fumble, the Bears got the ball back 
when safety Gary Fencik recorded his second intercep- 
tion of the season. He returned it 16 yards to the New En- 
gland 39. But on the ensuing play, McMahon's pass on 
a flealicker from Payton was intercepted in the end zone 
by Marion. lt was intended for Margerum. it was one of 
the many trick plays the Bears tried and failed with in the 
gaine. 

“WHEN YOU HAVE trick plays in the game plan, you want 
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SCORING SUMMARY 
New England Patriots................+.05. 0007- 7 
ChicagoiBearsicccacmr-c eles etter ere 7 3,10 0 — 20 

1 - Bears: McKinnon, 32-yd. pass from McMahon (Butler, kick) (5-69) 

2 - Bears: Butler, 21-yd. field goal (13-68) 

3 - Bears: Suhey, one-yd. run (Butler, kick) (4-51) 

3 - Bears: Butler, 28-yd. field goal (4-9) 

4 - Patriots: C. James, 90-yard pass from Enson (Franklink) (1-90) 
Weather: Sunny 52% humidity, temperature 63 degrees; winds south at 
6 mph. 

Attendance: 60,533; Tickets Distributed 65,790; Unused 5,257. Time: 3:10. 








FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Patriots Bears 

TOTAINEIRST# DOWNSEer cates seen ener 10 18 
By Rushing: seers... tere sce 2 7 
By! Passing << vette on ce ia capers 8 10 

; aBysPenalty.2... ~. eeeeetg. ts eel 0 1 

THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY ................ 3-14 546 

FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY .............. 0-0 0-1 

TOTAESNETAYARDS Sige ta cee eer peter 206 369 
Total Off. Plays 

(Ine; times passing)... ....0..........2. ey? 70 

» Av.GaintperOno Player san. 2 ee te ae 3.6 5.3 

NET YARDS RUSHING ....... ER 27 160 : : 4 
Total Rushing Plays ...................-- 16 44 ; ; - 

Av. Gain Per Rush. Play.....-..........-. 1.2 3.6 : = 

NET YARDSiPASSING 2... 20-2. semen se 179 209 DESPITE A HEAVY rush, Patriots’ quarterback Tony Eason (11) was able to complete 15 passes vs. the Bears. (Bear 
Times Thrown — Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 

Yds. Lost Att. To Pass ...)........... .. 655 3-23 - 
Gross Yds. Passing..................-. 234 232 - 

PASS ATT. — COMP. — 

Rae See splay oe ee 35-15-3 23-13-41 FIN AL INDIVIDU AL STATISTICS ft a { 0 0.247 0 0 9 
: : lew England Patriots 

PUNTS—-NO.ANDAV. te B74 Net Long -_~ASS RECEIVING No, Yas. LG 1D 
Had Blocked ......... ee 0 0 RUSHING AML PVC ANG SCO PRO en ee as Pane: , ae 

TOTAL RET. YARDAGE ................... 116 157 Collins sess mea PAsate son Tm GAD me Ded es teps McKinnon voce eee eee regeeteceeeess b Nees pete ae) 
No. and Yds. Punt Ret. ......---0..----. 315 8-70 Codes enon ge eens TES ee es seat ae Sa ee net! 
No. and Yds. KO Returns............... 5-101 2-39 Weathers.....-2.....22.ecseeeeers 2 3 16 6 Leia Se SS ee : ee oe . 
No. and Yds. Interc. Ret.................. 10 3-48 pili = ern ree Gee rca 2 LS x o 

PENALTIES — NO. AND YDS............... 870 2:40 Up OOM ee pact eae peer ie eS es 

FUMBLES — NO. AND LOST............... 14 11 FASEING Atl s. Comp, ai Vos Te eG) : 

TOUCHDOWNS) aa eu, ee i 2 Eason .......... 3 15234 655 01S SS ee ees 
Risghing £uncays8 eee cane ee 0 1 ORC ie 6s ge aes: clean eames ean, 1 16 866 
Passing=... 0. ech. 24 eee { , PASS RECEIVING No. YDs. LG 1D IGE = ee ong aaa rc 1 9 9 
Retums: 5 cation tara eee ene 0 0 D. Williams .....2.100022+00sseeeeee 3 465° 21 0 FOE cei ge SS 2a f ee 

EXTRA POINTS MADE Ao ATT. TSA ee. 1-1 9-2 Ramsey Cees Ce eee eee ere enwsesce Do 5 51 19 0 

FGIMADE = ATT: eee < 0-0 2.9 SONGS 22 seinen a. «eet means Pei 3!) PUNTING ‘ No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 

TIME OF POSSESSION.................... 99°95 37:05 Collins %.. 724 ete aes. cn eee 3 16 6 0 Biforde <2 ae 8 . 1299) 1674) af 1 §1 

Mra nceecepirites rete eee 1 § 5 0 
Ciamestary ate. cote lace ae 1 90 90 1 PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG 
: : BF icin steht We lc os 4 1 AS. = WA 
¢ INTERCEPTIONS No. YDs. Manesco BE on SP Sk oo 2 e 9 5 
! Marion Shes. 0 ott. :.. i: ag cneeeeee eos 1 0 Duersan terete ete... as ketenes 2 0 18 10 
: Y. “SQuttof: Bounds tress... 25. eae 1 0 0 0 
RO AD G AME fF AN S PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG “Touchbatkah nes ce eee 1 0 0 0- 
Camarillo ............. die 514: 467, at ss 75'~ ~ Fi 
20TH CENTURY TRAVEL KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. LG 
PRESENTS PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG Gonttyia 60. oc. ee eye (a ae, 
(EIGHTH Eryanierers.c). sth eee eee eee a eee 
TAMPA BAY OCT. 6, 1985 annuat Tair) paula Wr eee S30 soe STs een > Opp. 
GOOWNED <2... oem aera. 2 0 0 FUMBLES Fum. Rec. Yds 
DALLAS NOV. 17 * NEW YORK DEC. 14 ee ee OO 
For Details Call (312) 687-7811 Or. RETURNS No. Yds. LG el) SS eee seamen ss Sane oc 2% ye 0 1 0 
PANTING S=tatoktnoren ree eee, os oe See 501 26) : 
ANGE EGE: DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
SUPER TRIP Opp. — 
FUMBLES Fum. Rec. T A. “SK «YE Sint GP: -FR 
MIAMI — MONDAY NITE, DEC. 2 Marion essere iar) eo 0 4 McSwain........ 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Rival eee a ey. 2 eee Te ee hoa 0 Clayborn........ 4 0-0 0 0 0 0 
TOINCLUDE 3-DAY CRUISE TO NASSAU Marion ......... 8 2°. 0 0 1 1 1 
1 NITE ACCOMMODATION IN MIAMI - GAME TICKETS - Chicago Bears WAMES ec noc «= 3 tet 0 0 0 0 0 
ROUNDTRIP AIR FARE - AND MUCH MORE Net Long Lippettee. 3 s<: 7 1 0 0 0 1 0 
FROM $669°° p.p. RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD Rembert........ 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 
pea ede Paytonea: ee ent 2k eee jit "395 Seetb> | Sz 0 Blackmon ....... 4 0 1 9 0 0 0 
ae at Pe. TO Q ~ a6? 40 BS 4 Tippett ......... et oo Sore 0 —eF-— 8 
GKINNON Eee one ee 1 0 0:0 710 0 Nelson ......... 10 3 0 0 0 0 0) 
PHONE 687-781 5 Thomassen oe: ey ae i ee Veins aae 1 0 0. ~ 36 Oe Seat 
5543 W. 159th St., OAK FOREST, IL°60452 McMahon * crac. 22 eee eee 3 8.2% 4 0 SS eee 3 1 0 ) Q 9 0 
RATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE Gentry =. arn Be te vse 4 10 25 4 0 Williams ........ 8 0 2 14 0 0 0 
PLEASE SEND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO Sanders =. rte ecu. pes LOR SU messy) emt 0 OWens Arr ox cat 35 52-7 28 Oo” 0 Rae 
Full? 2s. eee eee 17 PCBS G0. 56 ae Fairchild ........ i a ee Ae ee 
NAME Ramsey ........ 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
ADDRESS Tkd. Had =~ Wooten......... 1 0 0 0 0 8 0 
Fea SS i a ae PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. TD LG _ Int. Forced Fumbles: Dennis Owens 1. 
CITY McMahon ....... 21-43) (282, 16 49 1 
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Balanced Attack Makes Offense Powerful 


Early in the third quarter of the Bears’ opening game, 
Walter Payton asked coach Mike Ditka if he had forgot- 
ten about him. “‘l didn’t realize that I’d only handed the 
ball to Walter eight times in the first half,’ Ditka said. 

No, he hadn’t forgotten about Payton. But yes, the ball 
was moving rather nicely without him. 

NOT TOTALLY WITHOUT him. That isn’t the idea. The 
idea is to make Payton more valuable by losing him less 
often. Coaches have had that idea most of Payton’s 
11-year career, but they’ve lacked either the nerve or the 
passing game — or both — to bring it off. 

“I’m not saying we passed to set up the run, but it cer- 
tainly helped,”’ Ditka said after the Bears beat Tampa Bay 







By 
Kevin 
Lamb 





38-28. “We passed 34 times and we ran 34. If everything 
goes right, that’s what I’d like to see happen, where they 
can’t really key in for the run.” 

Jim McMahon completed 23 passes, an ordinary num- 
ber for Marino or Fouts but a career high for McMahon. 
He hit eight receivers, and six of them at least twice. And 
still, Payton gained 120 yards on his 17 carries. He was 
there for as much as ever, even if he wasn’t there as often. 

THAT WAS PART of the often-spouted and seldom- 
used theory: that Payton’s average per carry would go up 
as his carries went down, leaving his total yardage nearly 
the same. Defenses would have to back off the line of 
scrimmage if they considered the Bears a threat to pass. 
Payton would have more room to run. 

Darned if it didn’t happen just that way against Tampa 
Bay. Payton’s nine carries in the second half averaged 
8.2 yards, at least partly because the Bears’ first-half pass- 
ing loosened the defense. ‘‘It helped,” Payton said. “‘Es- 
pecially the play-action passes.” 

The good teams play offense that way. They’re 
balanced. They don’t give any back the ball 24 times a 





\ 


4. ad 


game, as Payton carried last year. Even Redskin work- 
horse John Riggins averaged only 20 a game. Earnest 
Jackson averaged 18.5 for San Diego, Ottis Anderson 18 
for St. Louis, Marcus Allen 17 for the Raiders, Wendell 
Tyler 15 for San Francisco. They all gained more than 
1,150 yards. 

PAYTON ISN’T going to average 7.0 yards per carry 
all season, as he did against Tampa Bay. Five flat would 
be wonderful, but it would be a reasonable improvement 
from last year’s 4.4 if the defenses can’t station their safe- 
ties at the line. With 18 carries a game, it would get Pay- 
ton 1,440 yards. With 20, he’d get 1,600. 

“If we can save him like that,’’ McMahon said, “‘it’s go- 
ing to help us in the long run. He won’t get as banged up.” 
When the Raiders won the Super Bow! two years ago, Mar- 
cus Allen ran for 466 yards in three playoff games after 
averaging just 16.6 carries a game in the season. 

An irony in Payton’s career has been that his excess 
carries have detracted from his recognition instead of en- 


hancing it. There’s a boneheaded element that figures if. 


300 carries can gain 1,200 yards, then 400 should gain 
1,600. The argument forgets that most carries end with 
helmets and shoulder pads hitting the carrier’s legs vi- 
ciously, that there is a point of diminishing returns and — 
for most backs, at some time — a point of no returns. 

IF PAYTON FELT he deserved more recognition, he 
kept it to himself, until this summer. Late in training camp, 
Payton said, ‘I’ve been in this league 11 years, and no- 
body takes me seriously. I’ve been playing at the same 
level, and sometimes above, for at least nine years. | guess 
the people have come to expect that. Rain, sleet, snow, 
sprained ankle, broken leg or whatever, he’s going to be 
there. Sometimes you tend to — not knowingly, but take 
things for granted. | guess I’ve been the Rodney Danger- 
field of running backs.”’ 

He lightened up after that, said it didn’t really bother 
him, said, ““Rodney makes a lot of movies, drinks a lot of 
light beer.”’ But it bothered him. That’s why he brought 
the subject up. That’s why he continued. 

“Among the running backs that have been in the league, 
you talk to them and ask, ‘What about the running backs?’ 
The first thing that pops into their minds is Eric Dicker- 
son. Tony Dorsett. Curt Warner. Or Billy Sims. William An- 
drews. George Rogers. Every year, it’s on the back burner. 

HE'S RIGHT. PAYTON may be the No. 1 rusher of all- 
time, but he has never been considered the No. 1 rusher 
of his time. He came into the league in O.J. Simpson’s 
shadow. Then came Dorsett. Earl Campbell. Anderson. 


Continued Next Page 
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WALTER PAYTON (34), out with bruised ribs, tries to straighten out Jim McMahon’s stiff neck. (Bear Report photo 


by Jonathan Daniel) 
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Get ‘em wh ° 
they’re hot “a 








_ The Chicago Bears are hot after clinching their 
first ever NFL Central Division Championship. Mike 
Ditka’s troops expect to go even farther this 
season! 

For Bear fans everywhere, there is only one 


‘ publication that gives you exclusive, in-depth 


coverage of the Bears. . .and their winning ways. 

_ It's Doug Buffone’s Chicago Bear Report, the 26 
times a year weekly newspaper that’s a must for 
every Bear fan. 

If you subscribe today, you'll get all the Bear 
facts delivered to your home and a FREE 8” x 10” 
full color Bear team photo, ideal! for display in your 
home or office. (The photo is mailed in December.) 

Like the Chicago Bears, the BEAR REPORT is 
unrivaled in its league. Subscribe now and find out 
for yourself! : 


BEAR REPORT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


Chicago Bear Report, 1271 W. Dundee Rd., 
Box 89E, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 


[_] 2-years (52 issues) for only 
$35.95, a BIGGER 44% 
SAVINGS over the 
newsstand price of $65.00. 

Check here if this iS a renewal. 

Delivery by First Class Mail available for $26.00 per year in 

addition to subscription costs. Please enclose this additionai 

amount with your order, if requesting special handiing. 


$19.95, a BIG 38% 
SAVINGS over the 
newsstand price of $32.50 


J Yes, ! want to follow all the 1985 Bear Action. Enter my 
subscription to the BEAR REPORT for the term indicated. 
Please send me FREE the 1985 Bear Team four-color photo. 











Name 

Address 

City ; é State . Zip 
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Offense 


Continued From Page 5 


Sims. Rogers. Allen Dickerson and Warner. 

Payton led the league just once, in 1977, but he has 
been in the top 10 eight of the last nine years. Campbell 
led the league three straight seasons, but Payton played 
three seasons before him and outrushed him last year by 
1,216 yards. Where other backs’ careers have been 
meteoric, Payton’s star rose and stayed up there. 

“If you chart it,’’ he said, ‘‘you see peaks and valleys. 
Whereas my career, | like to think has been like IBM or 
Xerox.” 

PAYTON’S NUMBING consistency is only one reason 
people have taken him for granted. The other is that he 
has never played on a consistent winner, never even 
played on a balanced, big-league offense. He could final- 
ly do both this season. 


“The thing is, | can’t go back into a shell,’ Ditka says. 
“l’ve got to go ahead.”’ : 

That’s not something to be terribly concerned about. The 
only reason Ditka went into a shell last year was that his 
quarterbacks were either hurting or substituting. Even 
then, he practically apologized every week for having the 
league-leading running game. 

ANOTHER EFFECT OF better balance will be to 
minimize the chances McMahon will get hurt. Pass rush- 
es are most dangerous when the defense knows the 
offense has to pass. A balanced offense rarely has to pass. 

It doesn’t get caught in second-and-eight very often. It 
passes well enough to complete short ones on first down, 
and it passes often enough to having running room on first 
down. The Bears gained five yards or more on 18 of their 
30 first-and-10 plays against Tampa Bay. 

“That's the big thing,’ Payton said. ‘‘Controlling first 
down.” 

WHILE HE TAKES care to stay out of his shell, Ditka 


also is conscious of not coming out of it too far. That, he 
has done. Even against Tampa Bay, he said, ‘We may 
have gotten a little bit too tricky at times. | don’t want to 
do that. | don’t want to be fooling. ourselves, because | 
think we can Jine up and beat teams.” 

But now, it would appear, the Bears also can drop back 
and beat teams. ‘‘We’ll never pass for 400 yards,” wide 
receiver Dennis McKinnon says, but that would be fool- 
hardy with Payton around. As Ditka says of his receivers, 
“We can’t make one of them All-Pro, but we can make 
all of them happy.” 

“We're utilizing the talent we have,” McKinnon says. 
“We're not merely isolating Walter all the time. We've got 


too much talent in this room not to get numbers for alll of us. 


“When we got behind against San Francisco last year, 
we were only six down at the half, but we couidn’t come 
back,’’ McKinnon said of the NFC Championship Game. 
Against Tampa Bay, the Bears trailed by 11 at half-time. 
“We found out the defense isn’t always going to have to 
win it for us.” 


Passing Game Is Becoming a Force 


By Wally Gullick 
BEAR REPORT Staff 

Nowhere is it etched in stone that to control the foot- 
ball, a team must ground out first downs at four yards a 
crack via the off-tackle route. 

With a quarterback that can find an ally regardless of 
how many enemy defensive backs have surrounded him, 
the game’s greatest runner in the backfield, whose very 
presence commands attention of linebackers and corner- 
backs alike, and a receiver with a dose of blinding speed 
that creates the threat of an instant six, the Bears are on 
their way to defending their division crown via the pass. 

IT’S NOT AN untested theory around the NFL, but un- 

‘ til Sunday’s 20-7 win over New England, the strategy has 
not been regularly employed in any chapters of the Bears’ 
playbook. 

Connecting on 13 of 21 passes, including a 32-yard 
touchdown strike to Dennis McKinnon, Jim McMahon 
fought off a severe stiff neck to pass for 232 yards. Hop- 
ing treatments via traction will loosen up the tightened 
muscles in his neck and allow him to compete at full speed 
at Minnesota Thursday, McMahon takes the passing num- 
bers in stride, realizing the offense is exploiting all of its 
weapons to its fullest potential. 

“‘Guys are getting open and a couple times tight ends 
(Tim) Wrightman and (Emery) Moorehead made clutch 
receptions just as the wideouts and things opened up. 
That’s the way the passing game works. You’re supposed 
to get a lot of yards when the guys get that open,” said 





McMahon. 

WRIGHTMAN CAUGHT TWO passes for 74 yards, his 
first effort coming on a 25-yard pass in which he got be- 
hind New England free safety Fred Marion at the Patri- 
ots’ five. The Patriots’ defense stiffened at that point and 
the Bears settled for one of two Kevin Butler field goals. 

Wrightman’s catch on a third-and-one from the Patri- 
ots’ 30 came with the New England defense braced to stop 
a run by number 34. Concern for the Bears’ tight end didn’t 
rank high on the priority list, but McMahon is convinced 
the Bears’ play calling in week two better represent a 
trend, not a fad. 

“We've got to utilize the receivers we have on third down 
situations because our opponents are going to have 
problems when we come in with four wide receivers,” not- 
ed McMahon. “They don’t know who the ball is going to 
go to and I’m glad we've got that in our offense now,”’ ad- 
ded the Bear quarterback. 

BEFORE THE PAIN in his neck began to drain the zip 
from McMahon’s passes, he came off a first half which 
saw him complete 10 passes in 16 tries: He averaged bet- 
ter than 13 yards per catch in a classic representation of 
a controlled passing attack. 

McKinnon, blossoming into McMahon’s favorite target, 
caught five passes for 73 yards in the first half alone. His 


touchdown reception capped a five-play, 69-yard drive that . 


gave the 60,533 fans something to cheer about in the first 
three minutes of the game. 
“The touchdown pass came with the same action as 


> 


= — 


TIGHT END EMERY Moorehead (87) caught a 20-yard pass from Jim McMahon in the second quarter. (Bear Report 


' photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


the one we worked for the same results against Tampa 
Bay,” noted McKinnon. “‘I lined up in the slot and just ran 
right across the field. The safety came up on the play and 
| ran right behind him and the guy who was originally on 
me was watching the quarterback, so | just accelerated. 

“SECOND WEEK IN arow, same corner, same results, 
you can’t beat it,” added McKinnon, who helped the Bears 
get in front early, establish control and let the defense 
preserve the win, instead of looking for the defense to 
make everything happen. 

“We got sluggish out there in the second half and we've 
got areas to improve on. But at the same time in keeping 
our defense fresh, they were tough when they had to be 
in the end to save it,”” concluded McKinnon. 

After taking center stage in the first half, the former free- 
agent find from Florida State allowed the Bears to exer- 
cise their share-the-wealth tactic and spread the offensive 
heroics around for all to feel satisfied. 

MOOREHEAD JOINED Wrightman with two catches 
each. Ken Margerum grabbed two McMahon strikes for 
16 yards and both were for first downs, while Willie Gault 
played the big-play role. 

With a first-and-ten on their own 49, McMahon arched 
a 43-yard pass beyond the beaten Raymond Clayborn and 
Gault made the over-the-shoulder grab to turn earlier boos 
into cheers at the New England eight-yard line. Three plays 
later, and on the second try for Matt Suhey, the Bears’ 
fullback dove over from the one and the Bears were up 
17-0. 

Prescribing to the utilization of the pass setting up the 
run was critical for the Bears on this day which would see 
Walter Payton rush only 11 times and spend the bulk of 


' the afternoon on the bench to rest his severely bruised ribs. 


“We've got a good understanding that if it hurts, there’s 


4 No sense in staying in there and taking away from the 
‘ team,” said Payton, who is not accustomed to surrender- 


ing to pain. 

Payton denied the fact that the short work week ahead 
was a reason for his limited play, but opening a 20-0 lead 
after three quarters gave coach Mike Ditka the luxury of 
sitting down both Payton and McMahon. He gave way to 
Steve Fuller for the final 12 minutes of the game. 

“| could have gone back in, but with the big lead Mike 
(Ditka) wanted to spell a lot of the starters. | was ready 
to go back, but with an improved Minnesota team coming 
up Thursday we thought the best thing to do was just rest 
it,’’ added Payion. 


Bears’ Schedule 


REGULAR SEASON 


Sun., Sept. 8 ...... BEARS 38, Tampa Bay 28 (home) 
Sun., Sept. 15..... BEARS 20, New England 7 (home) 
Thurs., Sept. 19 ........ at Minnesota Vikings, 7 p.m. 
Sun., Sept. 29 .. WASHINGTON REDSKINS, 12 p.m. 
§an., Oct. 6.2... at Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 12 p.m. 
SUNOS WS) = 2.4 at San Francisco 49ers, 3 p.m. 
Mon; Octe21 4. GREEN BAY PACKERS, 8 p.m. 
Sun OC 27 se MINNESOTA VIKINGS, 72 p.m. 
SURE INOV. 3&. San. at Green Bay Packers, 12 p.m. 
Sunt, NOV sO). = oe DETROIT LIONS, 12 p.m. 
SUNS_NOV. 1954. cee at Dallas Cowboys, 12 p.m. 
sul, Nov. 24). oe ene. ATLANTA FALCONS, 12 p.m. 
Mon., Deet? .= 4.0. Ane at Miami Dolphins, 8 p.m. 
Sun., Dec. 8.-...... INDIANAPOLIS COLTS, 72 p.m. 
Sat.;-Dee. 14... 25.28 at New York Jets, 11:30 a.m. 
Sun: Dec: 225>—_.. =e. at Detroit Lions, 12 p.m. 


(Home games in CAPS) (all times Central) 
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National TV Game At Metrodome 


Bears Are Not Taking Minnesota Lightly — 


“Thursday night is going to be a dogfight,’ said coach 
Mike Ditka after the Bears had beaten New England 20-7 
last Sunday to run their record to 2-0. It’s a division game 
at Minnesota and that lends added importance to the out- 
come, since Bud Grant & Co. are rejuvenated and the Vik- 
ings are regarded as a surprise this year. 

But if you talk to some of the Bears players, you know 
they are taking nothing for granted. Emery Moorehead 
cites the level of crowd noise the Bears expect in the 
Metrodome. 

“IT GETS PRETTY loud in there, and Bud Grant has 
the fans fired up. We have to take an early lead and try 
to take the crowd out of the game. They’re a good club, 
so we’ve got to get after them early,’ he said. 


The Bears could do that by continuing to mix the run 
with the pass as the offense has done in the first two 
games. Trouble is both Walter Payton and Jim McMahon 
are going to be hurting going into the game. Payton has 

~ bruised ribs and McMahon has a stiff neck. Neither was 
available in the fourth quarter last Sunday. 

“‘BUD GRANT WON'T come out in a 3-4 and let us run, 
because we do that too well,’ he said. Ditka knows that 
Minnesota is not going to play conventional defensive 
football. 

Another factor for the Bears to consider is that Tommy 
Kramer is back and that’s trouble. Cornerback Leslie 
Frazier said ‘‘Kramer has always impressed me with his 
ability to get away from pressure and his arm is very 
strong.”’ Safety Gary Fencik, already with two intercep- 
tions this season, labels Kramer “highly intelligent and a 
guy who reads quickly.’’ As Fencik sees it, leadership is 
‘another factor. ‘The Vikings have a great deal of confi- 


a - 





WIDE RECEIVER DENNIS McKinnon scores on a 32-yard 
pass from Jim McMahon on the opening drive of the game. 
(Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 



















QUARTERBACK STEVE FULLER (4) took over for starter Jim McMahon in the fourth quarter. (Bear Report photo 
by Jonathan Daniel) 


’ dence in him offensively, and Bud Grant’s return was « 


positive move for the franchise.” 

“*THE FACT THAT the Vikings beat the 49ers wasn’t 
nearly as surprising as the start of the Lions (wins over 
Atlanta and Dallas).”’ Around the division, Fencik is sur- 
prised at the output of the Detroit Lions. 

The Bears are banged up with Payton and McMahon 
nursing injuries, and Frazier pointed out why that could 
be a problem for the Vikings game. 

“It’s a short week. We don’t get Monday off and we have 
very little time to see films of the Vikings. It will definitely 
be an adjustment for us that we’ll have to make,”’ he says. 

DITKA WAS NOT entirely pleased by the win over the 
Patriots. 

“A win is a win, but they controlled our line of scrim- 
mage. If we don’t score on that first drive, we could have 
been in trouble tater,’ he said. 

Iron Mike was pointing to the fact that the Bears con- 
tinue to fail offensively in plus territory. The defense 
produced three more interceptions and six sacks. Yet the 
Bears managed just two touchdowns which must concern 
Ditka. With McMahon and Payton at less than 100 per- 
cent on Thursday night, this area of the Bears’ overall 
scheme looms as a weakness. 

WITH MOOREHEAD’S point of getting an early lead 
well taken, it’s possible that the Bears will have to try some- 
thing cute when they get the ball vs. the Vikings. Perhaps 
that lateral to Matt Suhey who then throws on the run to 
a streaking Willie Gault. Why not? It worked perfectly last 
year and it might give the offense the shot in the arm it 
needs. 

The defense has been generally superb in the first two 
tests. Tony Eason saw more orange and blue last Sun- 
day than he did in two years at Illinois. Former Bear great 
Dick Butkus said the Bears were playing a near perfect 
game until Eason hit Craig James on a 90-yard TD pass 
as New England isolated James on LB Wilber Marshall. 
That one play accounted for almost half of the Patriots’ 
total net offense. 

So far this has developed into a surprising year. As Dit- 
ka pointed out in the post-game comments, ‘‘The mighty 
teams are falling and some of the younger teams are be- 
ginning to improve.”’ One of those teams could be the Vik- 
ings who went 3-1 in the preseason then beat the 49ers 
in their opener. Dallas lost at Detroit last Sunday which 
shocked everybody except the Lions. Miami lost its opener, 
$0 it looks like anything can happen this year and the likeli- 
hood is that the unexpected will become the norm. 

At least the Bears will have 10 days to prepare for the 
Washington Redskins after Thursday night. That will be 
a blessing because the ’Skins want revenge after losing 
to the Bears in the playoffs a year ago. 


But for now the task at hand is Minnesota. A win gives 
the Bears a 3-0 start with two wins in the NFC Central Di- 
vision. {t would put them in the early driver’s seat. Until 
recently, the Bears have never performed very well in Min- 
nesota. At one point they hadn’t won there in a decade. 
It’s a biggie, but forthe Bears in 1985, they’re all biggies. 
That’s how it is when you are defending a division title. 


Statistics 


Continued From Page 4 


SPECIAL TEAMS STATS 
Patriots 
Tackles: McSwain 3, Tatupu 2; Ingram 2, Hawthorne 1, Bowman 1, Mari- 
on 1, Veris 1. Fumble: Fryar. 


DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
Bears : 
th A SK Y-L Int. PD FR 
Fraziera = ke 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 
Duerson ......... 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Richardson... ... 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Fencik.......... 2 3 0 0 1 1 0 
Singletary....... 3 i pad 24 1 2 0 
WIISon= FE ock cs 5 0 1 10 0 0 0 
Marshall ........ 5 0 1 12 0 0 0 
Peftyic.:. caret Mer 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hartenstine...... 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
McMichael ...... 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Dents. esate 2 0 1 10 1 1 0 
.Hampton ....... 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Bodtagete ec: 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Margerum....... 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
SPECIAL TEAMS STATS * 
Bears 


Tackles: Taylor 2, Gentry 1, Suhey 1, Thomas 1, Morrisey 1, Wright- 
man 1, Rivera 1 assist, Phillips fumble recovery. 


McMahon Honored 


Quarterback Jim McMahon was selected as the NFC 
Offensive Player of the Week following his performance 
vs. Tampa’Bay on opening day. In that game. McMahon 
completed 23 ef 34 passes (67.6 percent) for 274 yards 
and two touchdowns. He also ran for two touchdowns. It 
is the first time a Bears’ quarterback has ever received 
that award. 


8 Chicago Bear Report September 19, 1985 





Chicago Bears vs. Minnesota Vikings 





Chicago Bears’ 
Numerical Roster 


No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Yr. College 

4 Steve Fuller ...... Preis) 6-4 195 28 7 Clemson 

6 Kevin Butler...............K 6-1 20423 R Georgia 

8 Maury Buford ..............P 6-0 19] eo) 4 Texas Tech 
, 9 Jim McMahon... .. .QB 61 190 ~ 25 4 BYU 

18 Mike Tomezak Ee ere OG 61 195" © (22 R- Ohio St, 

21 Leslie Frazier... ... €B 6-0 187 = 6 5 Alcorn St. 
22 Dave Duerson.............. S 6-1 203.24 3 Notre Dame 
23 Shaun Gayle............... CB S11) 193) 23 2 Ohio St. 

26 Matt Suhey..... ic See FB Pahl Aly yz 6 Penn St. 

27 Mike Richardson............ CB 6-0 188 24 3 Arizona St. 
29 Dennis Gentry.............. RB 5-8 181 26 4 Baylor 

31 Thomas Sanders ........... RB 5-11 203-23 R_ Texas A&M 
31 Keni Taylor 2... 8.3 pon baee CB 61 185° R_ Oregon St. 
33. Calvin Thomas .............FB 511 245 25 4. Illinois 

34 Walter Payton......... RB 5-10 202 31 11 Jackson St. 
45 Gary Fencik ...............S 6-1 196 = 31 10 Yale 

48 Reggie Phillips.............DB 510 170 24 RS. Methodist 
50. Mike Singletary............. LB 6-0 2286 5 Baylor 

51 Jim Morrissey.............. LB 6-3 AGE 72 R_ Michigan St. 
52 ee CHAT, ener cee LB 6-1 230 «=—«-29 7 E.C. Oklahoma 
SSesOtis' Wilson .verean. vee. LB 6-2 232.7 6 Louisville 
O/ie COMTNAV Ch cen aay eet GC 64 261 23 R_ Notre Dame 
58 © Wilber Marshall............. LB 6-1 2253 2 Florida 

59 Ron Rivera......... .. LB 6-3 239 23 2 California 
60 Tom Andrews ..............0L 6-4 267 4 2 Louisville 

62 Mark Bortz .............0.. G 6-6 269 24 3 lowa 

63 Jay Hilgenberg............. C 6-3 258 = 26 5 lowa 

70 Henry Waechter............ OT 6-5 275 6 4 Nebraska 
71 Andy Frederick............. T 6-6 265 = 3 9 New Mexico 
72 William Perry .............. DT 6-2 325, 22 R Clemson 
,73 Mike Hartenstine ........... DE 6-3 254 32 11 Pennsylvania St. 
74 Jim Covert ...........0.08. T 6-4 271 3 Pittsburgh 
76 Steve McMichael ...........DT 6-2 260 27 6 Texas 

78 Keith Van Horne............T 6-6 280 = a7 5 USC 

79 KurtiBeck@rieass a aca een ey G 65 2676 4 Michigan 

80 Tim Wrightman............. TE 6-3 237; 25 R UCLA 

-81 James Maness............. WR 6-1 174 22 R_ Texas Christian 
82 Ken Margerum............. WR 60 180 26 4 Stanford 

83° Willie Gault.) 05....... esos WR 6-0 178 = 24 3 Tennessee - 
85 Dennis McKinnon........... WR 6-1 185 23 3 Florida St. 
86 Brad Anderson..../........ WR 6-2 198 24 2 Arizona St. 
87 Emery Moorehead ........ TE 6-2 220 31 9 Colorado 
95 AlehardDent.............. DE 65 263 -* 24 3 Tennessee St. 
98 Tyrone Keys .......,.......DE 6-7 267. 5 3 Mississippi St. 
99 Dan Hampton..............DT 6-5 267.27 7 Arkansas 

COACHING STAFF 


HEAD COACH: Mike Ditka 
ASSISTANTS: Jim Dooley, Dale Haupt, Ed Hughes, Steve Kazor, Jim LaRue, Ted Plumb, Johnny Roland, 
Buddy Ryan, Dick Stanfel. 4 
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Thursday, September 19 
Humphrey Metrodome 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

7 p.m. CDT | 





HEAD COACH BUD GRANT 


Special to the BEAR REPORT 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN — All it took was one regular season game 
to prove head coach Bud Grant has the best magic act in the 
business. 

For years, people couldn’t figure out how the Vikings were so 
successful. They always seemed to be outplayed on the field yet 
would come away with victory after victory and would make playoff 
appearances on a yearly basis. 

IN THE 1985 season opener vs. the 49ers, the Vikings were 
outgained by the World Champs 489 to 268 yards. But Minneso- 
ta recovered five of seven 49er fumbles and picked off two er- 
rant Joe Montana passes. That led to a 28-21 upset victory by 
Minnesota. 

“It’s a new year, a new start for us, and we beat the best team 
there is,” said safety Joey Browner. 

“We'll try to keep this under control, but it was a big win,” ad- 
ded running back Ted Brown. 

“IT FELT GOOD,”’ said Grant. “It gave me a food feeling and 
not only gave the players a lot of confidence, but establishes the 
credibility of the coaching staff with the players.” 

Minnesota pulled off the victory in typical Grant style. Late in 
the game with the Vikings trailing 21-14, DE Doug Martin reco- 
vered a Wendell Tyler fumble and that set up the game-tying 
touchdown which was scored on a one-yard run by FB Alfred An- 
derson. On the ensuing kickoff, Browner recovered Derrick Har- 
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Minnesota Vikings’ 
Numerical Roster 





. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Yr. College 
Jan Stenerud ....... re 6-2 190 42 19 Montana St. 
Greg Coleman .............P 60 180 (31 9 Florida A&M 
Tommy Kramer............-QB 62 202 30 9 Rice 
Wade Wilson........ sae 3B 63 210 26 ; 5 East Texas’St. 
Steve Bono.......... .. QB 63% 211 2 ' R UCLA 
Darrin Nelson >. ...... _. RB 59 185 26 4. Stanford 
Rufus Bess ........... CB 5-9 187 29 7 §, Carolina St. 
Fed’ Brown so 0 2c. ee ures 2 RB 510 206 28 7 N. Carolina St. 
Maurice Turner.............RB 511 199 25 2 Utah State 
Ted Rosnagle.............8 63 202 23 R’ Portland:St. 
Issiac Holt............ . «C8 61 179 22 R_ Alcorn State 
Allen Rice ......-.9... .. RB §10 198 23 2 Baylor 
Willie Teal......... ees CB 5-10 192 28 6° Louisiana St: 
Alfred Anderson ....... ... RB 64 21324 2 Baylor 
Joey Browner......... 8 6-2 205. 125 3 USC 
Keith Nord............. Ss) 6-0 188 28 6 St. Cloud State 
Jim Hough ........... Cc 6-2 268 29 8 Utah State 
Dennis Johnson ............LB 6-3 235 27 6 S. California 
Tim Meamber..............1B | 63 228 22 — R Washington 
David Howard ........ fae) 62) > 225. 23 R Cal, St-L.B. 
Scott Studwell............. 18 62 231 #0 9 Illinois 
Chris Doleman............. 1B CSi-- (200 528 R Pittsburgh 
Chris Martin ...............LB 6-2 230 2=—24 3 Auburn 
62 Brent Boyd ................6 63 275 28 5 UCLA 
63 Kirk Lowdermilk ..... oi Sar CBU WOR; = 28 R Ohio State 
66 Terry Tausch ..._. dar’: Sys, 10 Sim OSE eeTD | OB 4 Texas 
67 Dennis Swilley .............C 63 245 = 29 8 Texas A&M 
68 Curtis Rouse...............G-T 63 318: 25 4 Chattanooga 
71 Mark MacDonald .......... G 6-4 267-4 R Boston College 
72 David Huffman............4G 66 255 2 6 Notre Dame 
73 Neil Elshire......... oto DE 6-6 es | 5 Oregon 
74 Robert Smith ............. DE 6-5 245 22 Ri Grambling 
75 Keith Millard... 2.2.20... DE 66 260-23 R_ Washington St. 
76 Timiwin.............. if 67% 288 26 5. Tennessee 
77 Mark Mullaney ........... DE 66 «242 32. 11 Colorado St 
79 Doug Martin.......... DE 63 255 27 6 Washington 
81 Anthony Carter.............WR 511-162 25 R-_ Michigan 
83 Steve Jordan ........ TE 63% 231 24 # 4 Brown 
84 Jay Carroll .......... ate 64 230 23 2 Minnesota 
86 Mike Mularkey .............TE 64 86.283 2883 3 Florida 
87 Leo Lewis............ .. WR 58 1728 5. Missouri 
88 Buster Rhymes.............WR 61% 212 23 R Oklahoma 
89 Mike Jones................ WR &11 180 5 3 Tennessee St. 
96: Tn\Newton 2.0.6 .0...... NT 60 302 22 R Florida 
COACHING STAFF 


HEAD COACH: Bud Grant 
ASSISTANTS: Jerry Burns, Bob Holiway, Tom Batta, Pete Carroll; John Michels, Floyd Reese, Dick 
Rehbein, Marc Trestman, Paul Wiggin 





FB Alfred Anderson 


SS Joey Browner 


P Greg Coleman 


FS Keith Nord 


CB Willie Teal 


RUNNING BACK DARRIN Nelson has the ability to make big plays. (Bear Report photo 


by Jonathan Daniel) 
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FS 
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Chicago vs. Minnesota Lineups 


Bears’ Offense 


83 Willie Gault, 82 Ken Margerum 
74 Jim Covert, 71 Andy Frederick 
62 Mark Bortz, 60 Tom Andrews 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 57 Tom Thayer 
79 Kurt Becker, 60 Tom Andrews 
78 Keith Van Horne, 71 Andy Frederick 
87 Emery Moorehead, 80 Tim Wrightman 
34 Walter Payton, 29 Dennis Gentry 
26 Matt Suhey, 33 Calvin Thomas 
9 Jim McMahon, 4 Steve Fuller 
85 Dennis McKinnon, 86 Brad Anderson 


Bears’ Defense 


73 Mike Hartenstine, 98 Tyrone Keys 
76 Steve McMichael, 72 William Perry 
99 Dan Hampton, 72 William Perry 
95 Richard Dent, 98 Tyrone Keys 

55 Otis Wilson, 52 Cliff Thrift 

50 Mike Singletary, 51 Jim Morrissey 
58 Wilber Marshall, 59 Ron Rivera 
22 Dave Duerson, 23 Shaun Gayle 
45 Gary Fencik, 23 Shaun Gayle 

27 Mike Richardson, 31’Ken Taylor 
21 Leslie Frazier, 48 Reggie Phillips 


Bears’ Specialists 


PK 
P 

PC 
KC 
H 

PR 
KR 


6 Kevin Butler 

8 Maury Buford 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 57 Tom Thayer 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 57 Tom Thayer 

4 Steve Fuller, 18 Mike Tomczak 
31 Ken Taylor, 85 Dennis McKinnon 
31 Ken Taylor, 29 Dennis Gentry 


LE 
NT 
RE 


Vikings’ Defense 


79 Doug Martin, 73 Neil Elshire 
96 Tim Newton, 73 Neil Elshire 
75 Keith Millard, 77 Mark Mullaney 


LOLB 56 Chris Doleman, 99 David Howard. 


LIL 


B 52 Dennis Johnson, 53 Tim Meamber 


RILB 55 Scott Studwell, 53 Tim Meamber 
ROLB 57 Chris Martin, 99 David Howard 


LC 
RC 
SS 
FS 


21 Rufus Bess, 30 Issiac Holt 

37 Willie Teal, 21 Rufus Bess 

47 Joey Browner, 28 Ted Rosnagle 
49 Keith Nord, 28 Ted Rosnagle 


Vikings’ Offense 


WR_ 87 Leo Lewis, 88 Buster Rhymes 


LT 
LG 
Cc 
RG 
RT 
TE 
FL 
QB 
FB 


“RB 


68 Curtis Rouse, 62 Brent Boyd 
62 Brent Boyd, 51 Jim Hough 
51 Jim Hough, 67 Dennis Swilley 
66 Terry Tausch, 71 Mark MacDonald 
76 Tim Irwin, 66 Terry Tausch 
83 Steve Jordan, 86 Mike Mularkey 
81 Anthony Carter, 89 Mike Jones 

9 Tommy Kramer, 11 Wade Wilson 
46 Alfred Anderson, 23 Ted Brown 
20 Darrin Nelson, 36 Allen Rice 


Vikings’ Specialists 


K 
P 


3 Jan Stenerud 
8 Greg Coleman 


PC 51 Jim Hough, 67 Dennis Swilley 
KC 51 Jim Hough, 67 Dennis Swilley 


H 


8 Greg Coleman, 49 Keith Nord 


KR 88 Buster Rhymes, 36 Allen Rice 


PR 


20 Darrin Nelson, 87 Leo Lewis 
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QUARTERBACK TOMMY KRAMER is healthy and is back in the starting lineup, (Bear 
Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


ADAM & EVE’S 
Styling Salon 


A Full Service Salon 
for Women, Men & 
Children 


Hair Shaping ¢ Styling * Tinting * Iron Curling ° Manicures » Permanent Waving 
Ear Piercing * Sculptured Nails ° Special Rates For Senior Citizens 
Appointments & Walk-Ins Welcome - Open Wed.-Thur. & Fri. Evening, Also Sundays 


206-472-9606 = 
Mention Chicago Bears for 
7250 Pacific Ave. 
TACOMA, WASHINGTON 


4 REDKEN 


A great cut deserves the best 
care Redken® Products 





JOIN BANQUE TRAVEL & 
THE CHICAGO BEARS 
IN DALLAS NOV. 15-NOV. 17 


$999°° ne 


Package Includes: 
*Roundtrip airfare from O’ Hare 
*Two nights hotel accommodations 
*Roundtrip airport transfers 
*Rounditrip stadium transfers 
*Reserved game ticket 
*Pre-game brunch 
*Post-game dinner 


PLUS: 


FRIDAY NIGHT AT BILLY BOB’S 
TEXAS HONKY TONK SALOON! 


CALL: (312) 495-4200 FOR RESERVATIONS! 
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Vikings 
Continued From Page 8 


mon’s fumble at the San Francisco 24. The game-winning 
touchdown was scored on a 10-yard run by Brown. 

With 13 rookies on the roster, the Vikings may need to make 
dramatics a part of their game plan this year. After Les Steckel’s 
disastrous one-year tenure in 1984 (the Vikes finished dead last 
in the NFC Central with a 3-13 mark), Grant knew he had to make 
a lot of changes this year to turn the team around. He didn't come 
out of retirement just to watch his Vikings continue to fade. 

BEFORE TRAINING camp, Grant said: “We need to improve 
in all areas with the possible exception of field goal kicking. | don’t 
think there is an area that we can’t get better at. And when you’re 
28th in defense, where do you start?” 

He started in the spring draft. Linebacker Chris Doleman (Pitts- 
burgh) was selected on round one while cornerback Issiac Holt 
(Alcorn State) was tabbed on round two. Linebacker Tim Meam- 
ber (Washington) was picked on round three and safety Kyle Mor- 
rell (BYU) on round four. During training camp, defensive end 
Keith Millard, who had been the club’s top draft pick in 1984, 
signed with the team after spending one season in the USFL. 

Grant also tried to shore up the offense through the draft. He 
picked Ohio State center Kirk Lowdermilk and tackle Tim Long 
(Memphis State) on round three, WR Buster Rhymes (Oklaho- 
ma) on round four and QB Steve Bono (UCLA) on round six. Be- 


_fore the season began, the Vikes signed former USFL star 
‘ Anthony Carter. The fleet wide receiver played his college ball 


at Michigan. 

“WE WENT INTO the draft with the thought that every posi- 
tion could be improved. Anybody that we could get who could 
come in and beat out somebody at any position would be an im- 
provement,’ Grant said. 

Despite the big turnover in personnel, he is also counting on 
a lot of established veterans this year. Among them is starting 
quarterback Tommy Kramer. He has recovered from two injury- 
filled seasons and completed 12 of 25 passes for 191 yards and 
One touchdown vs. the 49ers. 

“| think Tommy Kramer can be as good a quarterback as there 
is in this league,” said Grant. 

KRAMER’S MAIN TARGETS will be wide receivers Leo Lewis 
and Carter. Sammy White is on injured-reserve. Tight end Steve 
Jordan is also a major force in the club’s passing attack. 

The running game features fullback Alfred Anderson and half- 
back Darrin Nelson. Former Charger Chuck Muncie was also sup- 
posed to be a part of the rushing attack but he retired last week 
due to the endless pressure concerning his drug rehabilitation. 

“I had to get out of the game and continue with my life,’’ said 
Muncie. “‘It-definitely is very difficult for me to leave after what 
i went through to get back in the game. But | definitely felt | had 
to have more time to concentrate on my life off the field before 





MINNESOTA CORNERBACK RUFUS Bess (21) had a teu 





{| could deal with playing football.” 

THE OFFENSIVE line features Curtis Rouse and Tim Irwin at 
the tackles, Brent Boyd and Terry Tausch at the guards, and Jim 
Hough at cenier. 

On defense, Millard has cracked the starting lineup at right end 
while Doug Martin starts at left end and Tim Newton is the nose 
tackle. In the opener, Martin recorded 1% sacks while Millard 
was credited with the other half. Starting left outside linebacker 
Matt Blair sustained a knee injury in the opener and was placed 
on injured-reserve. He has been replaced in the lineup by Dole- 
man. The other starting linebackers are Dennis Johnson, Scott 
Studwell and Chris Martin. 

Browner, who led the team in tackles in the opener with nine, 
starts at strong safety while Keith Nord (6 tackles, 3 assists) starts 
at free safety. Left cornerback Rufus Bess had seven tackles, 
three assists, three forced fumbles, one fumble recovery and one 
interception in the opener. Willie Teal (six tackles, one assist) 
starts at right corner. 

PLACEKICKER JAN Stenerud continues to amaze people with 
his 42-year old leg. The 19-year veteran out of Montana State 
connected on 20 of 23 field goals last year and played in the Pro 
Bowl. 

Greg Coleman averaged 43.6 on nine punis in the opener. 
Rhymes averaged 31.5 on four kickoff returns vs. the 49ers while 
Nelson had one punt return for seven yards. 

“This is definitely not the same Viking team we faced last year,” 
says San Francisco guard Randy Cross. “A year ago, they were 
completely demoralized.” In 1984, the Vikes lost to the 49ers 51-7. 
What a difference a year makes! 


League Rankings 


After the first week of regular season play, the Bears 
ranked fifth in the NFL in offense (4th rushing, 6th pass- 
ing) and second in the NFC (8rd rushing, 2nd passing) be- 
hind San Francisco. On defense, the Bears ranked 13th 
in the NFL (28rd vs. rush, 7th vs. pass) and sixth in the 
NFC (9th vs. rush, 4th vs. pass). 

In individual categories, RB Walter Payton ranked fourth 
in the NFC in rushing with 120 yards on 17 carries. He 
was third in total yards from scrimmage with 157 (120 rush- 
ing, 37 receiving). Quarterback Jim McMahon ranked se- 
cond in passing with a 99.4 rating. McMahon was tied for 
second in touchdowns scored with two. 

Placekicker Kevin Butler was tied for fourth in kick scor- 
ing with eight points (one field goal, five extra points). DE 
Richard Dent was tied for third in sacks with two. Ken Tay- 
lor ranked sixth in punt returns with a 8.7 average. Den- 
nis Gentry ranked eighth in kickoff returns with a 22.0 
average. 


gh time keeping up with Walter Payton (left) during last year’s 
game at the Metrodome. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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WIGHT END STEVE JORDAN 





Doug’s Picks 


BEARS by FIVE over VIKINGS 
Chicago is still the division champ! 


COWBOYS by TEN over BROWNS 


Cleveland is in for a tough day. 


BRONCOS by TEN over FALCONS 


Denver should have an easy time. 


LIONS by SIX over COLTS 


Detroit continues to play well. 
5 


STEELERS by SEVEN over OILERS 


Houston just doesn't have enough. 


CHIEFS by THREE over DOLPHINS 


Kansas City pulls off another upset. 


PATRIOTS by SEVEN over BILLS 


Buffalo is pretty sad. 


PACKERS by SIX over JETS 


Green Bay is on a roll. 


REDSKINS by SEVEN over EAGLES 


Philadelphia is in big trouble. 


CARDINALS by SIX over GIANTS 


St. Louis is red hot. 


CHARGERS by FOUR over BENGALS 


Bob Thomas makes the difference. _ 


49ERS by THREE over RAIDERS 


A great game! 


BUCCANEERS by FOUR over SAINTS 


Any team can defeat New Orteans. 


SEAHAWKS by TEN over RAMS 


Seattle is deadly at home. 

Last week’s record: 8-5 vs. final point 
spread (61.5%) 

Actual winners: 8 of 13 (61.5%) 

Season record: 19-8 vs. final point spread 
(70.3%) 

Actual winners: 19 of 27 (70.3%) 

NOTE: Doug makes his picks before the open- 

ing lines are announced. 





Next Week’s Issue 


Next week’s issue of the BEAR REPORT will feature 
complete coverage of the nationally-televised contest be- 
tween the Bears and Vikings. It will also include a detailed 
preview of the Sept. 29 home contest between the Bears 
and Redskins. 


‘ 
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‘Comeback’ Players Make Big Contributions 


Before and after the Bears’ season opener, people won- 
dered about holdouts Todd Bell and Al Harris. They won- 
dered how the Bears would do without their star strong 
safety and their star weakside linebacker. Then they won- 
dered how the Bears might have done with them. 

Coach Mike Ditka refused to mention them afterwards 
or even acknowledge a question about them. He didn’t 
get mad, but he might have been exasperated. 

“| KNOW THE MINUTE anyone scores a touchdown, 
people will think it’s Wilber’s or my fault,” said strong safe- 
ty Dave Duerson. 

Wilber Marshall is the new weakside linebacker. 

For the record, the 28 points the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
scored in the first half reflected a team effort on the part 
of the Bear defense, just as the zero points the Bucs 





By 
Don 
Pierson 








scored in the second half reflected a team effort. 

“IN THE FIRST haif, no one played well,” said Duerson. 

“| didn’t recognize the Bear defense}”’ said free safety 
Gary.Fencik. ‘And it had nothing to do with Todd or Al. 
We didn’t key well or react well or tackle well.” 

Defensive coordinator Buddy Ryan agreed. 

“WE LEFT OUR brains in the locker room,”’ said Ryan. 

Even end Richard Dent, whose two, sacks and tipped 
pass were spectacular plays, graded out lowest among 
defensive linemen. He created some big plays for the 
Bucs, too, by allowing quarterback Steve DeBerg to get 
outside. 

So rather than dwell on the absence of Bell or Harris, 
it is wise to notice two things about the opener: the Bears 
won and they won with players who came back, players 
who weren’t around for part or all of last year. 

THEIR RETURN, ONE might say, more than made up 
for the absence of Bell and Harris. 

First, there is Jim McMahon. He wasn’t around for half 
of last year, remember. Still, the Bears managed a 10-6 
record. ; 

When he came back, the Bears completed 23 passes 
in their first game. It was a career high number of com- 


pletions for McMahon. It also was the most passes the ~ 


Bears had completed since Oct. 16, 1983, when Vince 
Evans connected on 28 of 45 in a 31-17 Bears’ loss to the 
Lions. Incredibly, it was the first time the Bears had won 
a game and completed that many passes since Sept. 26, 
1971, when Jack Concannon completed 23 and Kent Nix 
completed 3 in a 20-17 victory over the Vikings. 

iS McMAHON WORRIED about holdouts? 

“The rest of them are on defense. | can’t do anything 
about them,” said McMahon. “‘We have everybody in 
camp offensively, so that’s all | can worry about. If we don’t 
have the guys on defense. . .we have to score more points 
anyway.” 

There is no way of measuring, but McMahon could very 
well account for more points himself than Harris and Bell 
would prevent. . 

THEN THERE IS Dennis McKinnon. Although the 
flanker didn’t miss much of last season, he played under 
par in the playoffs because of a knee injury. His return 
this season has been slow because of knee rehabilitation. 

McKinnon is the Bears’ best receiver. Healthy, he does 
it all, including punt returns. Semi-healthy, he does most 
of it. He caught the Bears’ first touchdown pass and set 
up the go-ahead touchdown with a key catch on third 
down. : 

Next, we have Ken Margerum. He is playing for the first 
time since 1983. A knee injury knocked the split end out 
of the entire 1984 season. Now, he is pushing Willie Gault 
for a starting job. 

WHEN MARGERUM ENTERED the game in the third 
quarter, his 16-yard catch started the drive for the Bears’ 
go-ahead touchdown. Gault didn’t play for the rest of the 
game. Ditka said it was no reflection on Gault, but it might 
réflect Ditka’s plans to use more people in every game. 

“meant to play Kenny in the second quarter, but in 
Continued Page 14 
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NEW ENGLAND SAFETY Fred Marion intercepts a pass intended for wide receiver Ken Margerum in the second quart- 
er. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) : 


Cidem:,. Eugene 
A 38) Caballero 
: Detail 


Over 30 years experience on all types of au- 
tomobiles. Polishing by hand or polisher interior 
shampoo, vinyl top cleaning, full or partial serv- 
ice, pickup & delivery. 
512-852-4038 
4524 Ayers 
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 





All Our Food Is... Home-Cooked. All 
Types of Affairs. Weddings *Socials 
Banquets Business Functions. Off 
premises 25 to ? Call For A No Obliga- 
tion Consultation. 
609-663-1157 
134 E, Park Av. 
MERCHANTVILLE, NEW JERSEY 





Shona? 
surrey MOTOR 
< wie HOTEL 


Free transportation to Texas Medical Center, 


near Astroworld, Astrodome, Bowling Lanes & 
Rice University. Color TV *Pools Restaurant 
eKitchenettes & Studios at Budget Rates. 
Major Credit Cards 
713-667-9261 


8330 Main 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 








eThe luxury of one phone call just before game 
time to receive the combined knowledge of ten 
of the top sports services in the country!! 


a e Better still — imagine a company that will have 


several key games for you; not just one! 


eA company with a ‘‘state of the art” phone 
system capable of handling hundreds of calls at 


once! 


eA company prepared to provide all of this and 
much more at an unbelievable price! 


eYour call is toll-free, our literature is interesting. 
Simply leave us your name and address. After 


all we truly are 


The PROPLE $ CHOICE of America. Inc. 


431 Pine St., Burlington, Vermont 05401 
800-252-6684 — 24 Hours — 7 days a week. 
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Cabral Has Surgery 
Thomas Joins ‘Chargers 


Former Bears’ placekicker Bob Thomas signed with the 
San Diego Chargers last week after Rolf Benirschke was 
placed on injured-reserve. In his San Diego debut last Sun- 
day, Thomas hit on a 21-yard field goal but had two extra 
points blocked and another one failed. 


injured-reserve and replaced on the active roster by rookie 
linebacker Jim Morrissey, the club’s 12th-round draft 
choice out of Michigan State. Morrissey had been cut on 
the Monday before opening day. 





Two-Game Totals 


Bears’ Cumulative Stats 
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NFL SCHEDULE 


FIRST WEEK 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
CHICAGO BEARS 38, Tampa Bay Buccaneers 28 
New England Patriots 26, Green Bay Packers 20 
Minnesota Vikings 28, San Francisco 49ers 27 
Detroit Lions 28, Atlanta Falcons 27 
Pittsburgh Steelers 45, indianapolis Colts 3 
Houston Oilers 26, Miami Dolphins 23 
N.Y. Giants 21, Philadelphia Eagles 0 
Kansas City Chiefs 47, New Orleans Saints 27 
L.A. Raiders 31, N.Y. Jets 0 
St. Louis Cardinals 27, Cleveland Browns 24 (OT) 
Seattle Seahawks 28, Cincinnati Bengals 24 
L.A. Rams 20, Denver Broncos 76 
San Diego Chargers 14, Buffalo Bilis 9 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 
Dallas Cowboys 44, Washington Redskins 14 


SECOND WEEK 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
Kansas City Chiefs 36, L.A. Raiders 20 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
CHICAGO BEARS 20, New England Patriots 7 
Green Bay Packers 23, N.Y. Giants 20 
Detroit Lions 26, Dallas Cowboys 21 
Minnesota Vikings 31, Tampa Bay Buccaneers 16 
N.Y. Jets 42, Buffalo Bills 3 
St. Louis Cardinals 41, Cincinnati Bengals 27 — 
Washington Redskins 16, Houston Oilers 13 
Miami Dolphins 30, indianapolis Colts 13 
L.A. Rams 17, Philadelphia Eagles 6 
Denver Broncos 34, New Orleans Saints 23 
San Francisco 49ers 35, Atlanta Falcons 16 
Seattle Seahawks 49, San Diego Chargers 35 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
Pittsburgh at Cleveland 
THIRD WEEK 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
BEARS at Minnesota 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
N.Y. Jets vs. Green Bay (at Milwaukee) 
Tampa Bay at New Orleans 
Detroit at Indianapolis 
Cleveland at Dallas 
Denvervat Atlantat? .i5. us). 2 seca gy -ar een Sus sang Dpcesmmles ae 2 
Houston at Pittsburgh * 
Kansas City at Miami 
New England at Buffalo 
Philadelphia at Washington 
St. Louis at N.Y. Giants 
San Diego at Cincinnati 
San Francisco at L.A. Raiders 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 
L.A. Rams at Seattle 
FOURTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
Washington at BEARS 
Green Bay at St. Louis 
Tampa Bay at Detroit 
Minnesota at Buffalo 
Atlanta at L.A. Rams 
Cleveland at San Diego 
Dallas at Houston 
Indianapolis at N.Y. Jets 
L.A. Raiders at New England 
Miami at Denver 
New Orleans at San Francisco 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia 
Seattle at Kansas City 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 


(ABC) 9 p.m. 


Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 


FIFTH WEEK 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6 

BEARS ai Tampa Bay . 

Detroit at Green Bay 

Minnesota at L.A. Rams 

Buffalo at Indianapolis 

Dallas at N.Y. Giants 

Houston at Denver 

Kansas City at L.A. Raiders ... . 

New England at Cleveland 

N.Y. Jets at Cincinnati 

Philadelphia at New Orleans 

Pittsburgh at Miami 

San Diego at Seattle 

San Francisco at Atlanta ; 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7 

St. Louis at Washington 





Bears’ Radio Network 





illinois WCOE LaPorte 
WGN Chicago (flagship) WTCA Plymouth 
WwDWS Champaign WAIN Rensselaer 
WDZ.. . Decatur WSBT South Bend 
WEPS ¢ Freeport = 
WAKO Lawrenceville 
WRAM Monmouth 
WMBD Peoria lowa 
WPOK Pontiac | KLBA Albia 
WJEZ (FM) Pontiac KGPS Burlington 
WGEM Quincy KCRG Gedar Rapids 
WFRX West Frankfort KKZX Davenport 
WHO Des Moines 
indiana KDTH Dubuque 


WEZR Fort. Wayne KOKX Keokuk 
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Tim Wrightman Is Still Bitter 
Over His USFL Experience 


There are stories galore making the rounds in football « 
circles regarding funny happenings in the down-but-not- 
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totally-out United States Football League. One of those 
not laughing is Tim Wrightman. 

The Bears’ third-round pick in the 1982 National Foot- 
ball League draft, the UCLA All-American opted to be the 
first player of note in the then-fledgling USFL. Wrightman 
signed with the Chicago Blitz for almost double the sa- 
lary the Bears were offering. 

AND BECAUSE HE had a personal services contract 
with Blitz ownership, he figured it would be foolish to turn 
down such. a financially-lavish sure thing. Now, looking 
back, he pronounces his time in the USFL as ‘‘a two-year 
nightmare. It was not a fun time tor me. When | think about 
my being in the USFL, t think of injuries and frustration.”’ 

Ted Diethrich, the franchise’s majority owner, is not a 
favorite of Wrightman. ‘‘Diethrich,’’ Wrightman says sim- 
ply, “‘is a jerk. 

“Y don’t think he had a team because of an interest in 





football. | think he had a team so that he could have cheer- 
leader tryouts every year. | think that he wanted to go out 
with the cheerleaders. | honestly believe that. 

“HE WOULD HIT on every cheerleader there. | think 

_ it was a good way for him to meet 40 new women a year, 
to build up his harem. There was a big turnover in cheer- 
leaders each year.” 

Wrightman had what turned out to be a minor injury dur- 
ing his first USFL season. ‘‘! told the Blitz that | wanted 
to go home to Los Angeles and have my doctor there look 
at the injury,” he remembers. ‘The Blitz team doctor told 
me that he wanted to put me into a cast for six weeks. 

“The next morning George Allen, who did everything 
truly first class, said to me, ‘Tim, if you want to go see 
your doctor in L.A., go out and see him. We're not going 
to put you on injured reserve. 

“* ‘WE’LL KEEP YOU on the developmental list; that 
way we can activate you in 24 hours.’ | went to my doctor 
in L.A.,” Wrightman goes on, “and he told me I'd be ready 
to play in about 10 days. 

“came back here to Chicago and found out that Bruce 
Allen — George’s son, the GM, who had no experience 
— had put me on injured reserve. So | was lost for half 
the season.” j 

The second year the franchise was swapped with the 
one in Phoenix and Wrightman’s tenure in the new league 
was to become even more disappointing to him. It began 
when he and some other players were asked by the Wran- 
glers to report early to preseason camp. 

WHILE PARTICIPATING — at the Wranglers’ request, 
on Wranglers’ property — in basketball games with other 
players on the Arizona roster, he suffered a knee injury. 
Wrightman says that the Wrangiers then ‘‘shot me with 
cortisone and asked me to practice football. | tried, but 
| couldn't go full speed. 

“tl toid them that | had a tendon tear, but they said they 
didn’t want to operate because they'd lose me for the 
whole season. A week before the first game they finally 
operated and they fold me, ‘by god, you do have a torn 
tendon.’ So that season was wasted, and the team doc- 
tor butchered me. 

“He was the team doctor, and he butchered me. | had 
to have two more operations to straighten that surgery out. 
Anyway, after that first operation | was in the hospital for 
five days and not one person from the Arizona Wranglers 
even called me to see if | were dead or alive,” he fumes. 

‘“THE NEXT TIME | heard anything from them was when 
my attorney got a letter from them saying that they were 
not going to pay me my salary until | started playing.” 

Out for the season, Wrightman went home to Los An- 
geles, had the two subsequent surgeries, recovered, 
finished work on his liberal arts (major: history, minor: com- 
munications) degree at UCLA and worked as an intern at 
NBC sports in L.A. 

He also instituted legal action against the Wranglers be- 





TIGHT END TIM Wrightman caught two passes for 74 
yards vs. the Patriots. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan 
Daniel) 


cause, in his eyes, they defaulted on a guaranteed con- 
tract by paying him none of his salary for that second 
season. One of the Wranglers’ main points of contention 
was that they had not officially sanctioned the basketball 
activity. 


WRIGHTMAN WON THE judgment and was awarded 
the entire amount of his salary (which ran into six figures 
for the year), plus 10 per cent in interest for the amount 
of time of the withholding of the money. 

Thus far the Wranglers, by utilizing the appeals process, 
have yet to pay him the cash. “I don’t care if the case goes 
all the way and I don’t get my money for the full five years 
of appeals,” he says firmly. “I’m going to stay with it. 

“I’m still going after Diethrich because it’s the princi- 
ple of the thing that matters to me. And | personally can’t 
stand Diethrich.” 


AND WHAT IF Diethrich doesn’t appreciate Wright- 
man’s less-than-flattering remarks? 

“| don’t care if he hates me. What’s he going to do to 
me,” Wrightman asks wryly, ‘‘not pay me?”’ 

Wrightman is happy to be back in Chicago, a city he 
has great affection for. Because his contract was for only 
two years with no option, he was free last spring to sign 
with any franchise in any league. 


BUT THE BEARS were the one team he wanted to play 


for. He had been impressed with the politeness exhibited 


by Mike Ditka when Wrightman called the Bears coach 
to tell him that he was rejecting the Bears offer to make 
substantially more money in the USFL. 

At the time Ditka wished Wrightman well and told him 
that their paths might cross again in the future. These days 
Wrightman — delightfully glib, with a finely-honed sense 
of humor and fresh, photogenic good looks — is pointing 
toward an off-the-field career as a television sportscaster. 

But at the very top of his wish list is to play well for the 
Bears, to finally enjoy genuine professional football 
success. 

His path has, indeed, crossed again with that of Mike 
Ditka, and this time Wrightman has no intention of get- 
ting off course. 





1 Benefit Chicagoland 
Wheelchair Sports 


Monday, Sept. 30, 1985 
Hamilton Hotel, Itasca, IL 
5:30 p.m. Open Bar 

7:00 p.m. Prime Rib Dinner 


8:00 p.m. N.F-L. Game 


Donation $100 per person payable to: 


Chicagoland Wheelchair Sports, Inc. a non- 
profit corporation—contributions are tax 
deductible. 


ATHLETES ARE ATHLETES 
INO MATTER HOW THEY COMPETE 


Our third annual Athletes For Athletes fund-raising 
dinner will be held Monday September 30th. The festive 
evening will feature the Chicago Bears and other sports 
celebrities in an informal program of autographs, 
photographs, refreshments, dinner, raffles, auction and the 
NFL game on wide screen TV. . 

Proceeds from the evening will benefit Chicagoland 
Wheelchair Sports, Inc. This nationally recognized pro- 
gram continues to be a leader in the development and 
organization of athletic competition for disabled people. 
With continuing long term financial support our athletes 
and teams compete in wheelchair football, basketball, 
track and field, softball, tennis, archery and other sports 
on the local, national and international level. 

‘Treat yourself. . .treat your customers to an evening 
with the Chicago Bears in support of Wheelchair Sports. 


’LL BE THERE! 


O Please reserve a table for eight, enclosed is a check 
for $800.00. 

O Please reserve 
$100.00 per person. 

“Only prepayed reservations accepted. 

*Limited to a total of 500 guests. 


tickets, enclosed is a check for 


Name 

Address 

City State 

Zip Phone pn eS 
Call (312) 830-0301 for more information and ticket pickup. : 
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Bears. Win 


Continued From Page 3 


to use them. But everytime we did, we got blown off our 
butts,’ said Ditka. 

Before the half ended, the Bears increased their lead 
to 10-0 on a 21-yard field goal by Kevin Butler. The drive 
that set up the kick covered 68 yards on 13 plays and in- 
cluded a 25-yard pass to Wrightman. 

On the last play of the half, Dent intercepted a desper- 
ation pass by Eason and returned it nine yards. 

“| DIDN’T HAVE_a chance to tuck it in,’ said Dent. “I 
probably would have gotten a lot of yards because there 
was a lot of open field ahead of me. But I'd still rather put 
my head down and go after the quarterback on every 
play.” 

Midway through the third quarter, the Bears began their 
next scoring drive at their own 49 following a 14-yard punt 
return by rookie Ken Taylor. The first play of the drive was 
a 43-yard pass to WR Willie Gault. He caught the ball in 
heavy traffic. Three plays later, FB Matt Suhey carried the 
ball the final yard for a touchdown which made it 17-0. 

With three minutes to go in the quarter, LB Mike Sin- 


: gletary intercepted an Eason pass and returmed it 23 yards 


to the New England 19. Four plays later, Butler hit on a 
28-yard field goal to make it 20-0. 

“| WAS THINKING touchdown when | got the intercep- 
tion,” said Singletary. “I feel bad | couldn’t outrun the guy 
(guard Ron Wooten). | just have to work a little harder. 


* Hopefully on my next interception, I’ll be able to run it in.”’ 


Midway through the final quarter, New England finally 
got on the board on a 90-yard pass play from Eason to 
James. Eason hit James at the Patriot's 39 and he ou- 
traced LB Wilber Marshall. 

“It looked like a good play to me,”’ said Ditka. 

“TODAY WAS OTIS Wilson’s birthday and we wanted 
to give the guy an egg as a present but we couldn’t do 
it,’ said Singletary. 

The touchdown couldn’t take away from the fact the 
defense was awesome for most of the game. 

“Our defense just throttled their offense,” said Ditka. 
‘When that happens, you can win a football game.” 

GAME NOTES: After two games, QB Jim McMahon has com- 
pleted 36 of 55 passes (65.5 percent) for 506 yards and three 
touchdowns. He has been intercepted twice. He has a 98.3 rat- 
ing. ... As he sat on the bench nursing bruised ribs, RB Walter 
Payton got to watch the offense work well without him. ‘‘We’ve 
got Jim (McMahon), and Calvin (Thomas), and Matt (Suhey) and 
(Dennis) McKinnon. We've got a lot of people on offense that can 
move the ball,’’ he said. . . . Ditka said after the first Bear drive 
which resulted in a touchdown, the team’s offense didn’t play 
as well as expected. ‘‘We won the line of scrimmage on defense 
but we didn’t do it on offense. We’re lucky we came up on top 


_in the score. It wasn’t pretty but we'll take it.”. . .. The 90-yard 
«scoring pass from QB Tony Eason to FB Craig James was the 


longest in New England history. . .. Dave Duerson, Otis Wilson 
and Wilber Marshall. all shared the tackle lead for the Bears with 
five each. Linerbacker Mike Singletary had three ofthe six Bear 
sacks and was also credited with two passes defended... . Af- 
ter two games, Singletary is the tackle leader with 14 (12 solos) 


* and the co-sack leader with three. DE Richard Dent also has 


three. ... TE Tim Wrightman leads the special teams in tackles 
with four (three solos). . . . Six different Bears caught passes vs 
New England and seven players ran the ball. . . . Aftertwo games, 
the Bears are averaging 402.5 per game on offense and allow- 
ing 256.5. Their rushing average is 172.5 and their passing aver- 
age is 230.0. The defense is allowing 96.5 on the ground and 
160 through the:air. The Bears’ best quarter has been the third 
as they have scored 24 points and haven't allowed any... . 
Placekicker Kevin Butler is the team’s leading scorer with 16 
points (three field goals, seven extra points)... . Punter Maury 
Buford is averaging 41.4 on 10 punts. Against New England, he 
averaged only 37.4 on eight punts. E 


EASTSIDE R.V. CENTER 


Se Habla Espanol = 
Surtido Completo De Partes Saae 
Para Vehiculos Recreativos 


We Sell Zodiac Inflatable Boats 
Complete R.V. Supply Center 
eSales eParts eService eAccessories 












Interior Cleaning 
Customizing 
Refrigeration 


9821 Montana Ave. 
EL PASO, TEXAS 
















FULLBACK CALVIN THOMAS rushed for 22 yards on five carries vs. New England. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan 


Daniel) 


Comeback 


Continued From Page 11 


the heat of the game | didn’t think about it,” said Ditka. 
“Then | told him to take the next series. | didn’t know he 
stayed in the rest of the game, but he did and he played 


¥ 





DEFENSIVE TACKLE STEVE McMichael (right) stops 
fullback Craig James in his tracks. (Bear Report photo by 
Jonathan Daniel) 


good. 

“One thing we’d like to have happen is for us to play 
all our people. If they play, they feel more a part of the 
football team.” { 

“| WASN’T SURPRISED,”’ said Gault. ‘“‘Kenny’s a good 
player.” 

Then there is Shaun Gayle. He blocked the punt that 
iced the game. Last December, he broke a feg. {t still 
bothers him. He moved to safety this year from corner- 
back. Without Bell, Gayle provides the depth behind Duer- 
son and Fencik. ; 

“He is an aware player who comes up and hits as well 
as anybody I’ve seen,” said Ditka. 

GAYLE IS NO fill-in player. if Bell comes back, Gayle 
is in no danger of' losing a job. 

Finally, there is Leslie Frazier. His interception return 
for a touchdown provided the catalyst to beat the Bucs. 
Frazier is healthy for the first time since last Nov. 4, when 
a foot injury knocked him out on the same day that McMa- 
hon suffered his kidney injury. 

Frazier tried to play at the end of last year, but was not 
effective. He had been leading the Bears in interceptions 
before he got hurt. He would like to pick up where he left 
off. 

RYAN AND DITKA singled out Frazier for his play on 
a day when most of the rest of the defense graded poorly. 

“That’s a nice compliment being on such a talented 
defense,” said Frazier. ““We wanted to go out and shut 
Tampa Bay down. We had guys trying to do more than 
they should have. Buddy stressed to settle down and play 
your responsibility. We were over-reacting. It would have 
been the same with Todd or Big Al.” 

The outcome wouldn’t have been the same without 
McMahon, McKinnon, Margerum, Gayle and Frazier. 

BELL AND HARRIS will give the Bears a lift when they 
return. But to think they are necessarily hurting the Bears 
by their absence is presumptuous. 

“Hf it was midseason and they were hurt, we’d have to 
play without them,” said Walter Payton. “if we get them, 
no question it would probably enhance us. If not, that’s 
what it’s all about. Someone takes their place. Like when 
Jim McMahon went down last year, we had Steve Fuller 
and Rusty Lisch (and Bob Avellini and Greg Landry and 
Walter Payton). 

“Even if Mike Ditka goes down, we’d still line up and 


play.” 


Injury Update 


On Monday morning, head coach Mike Ditka announced 
he expects both Jim McMahon (neck) and Walter Payton 
(ribs) to play vs. the Vikings on Thursday. McMahon spent 
Saturday night in traction in a local hospital to alleviate 
the pain caused’ by a pinched nerve. Dennis Gentry (an- 
kle) and Dennis McKinnon (hip pointer) both were injured 
vs. the Patriots but both are. expected to play vs. the 
Vikings. 








Bear Report Letters 
883 Carriage Lane, 
Palatine, IL 60074 
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BEAR REPORT welcomes al! Letters to the Editor. Due 
to space limitations, it may be necessary to shorten let- 
ters to fill the space available. BEAR REPORT does not 
necessarily agree with the views stated in the letters we 
receive. Unsigned letters will not be printed. 


t 
| 
1 
| i ee Se 


Season Analysis 


Dear Doug, 

| have put off writing my yearly analysis for three rea- 
sons: 1) | wanted to see if Jim McMahon was really healthy. 
2) | wanted to see how William Perry and Reggie Phillips 
would play. 3) Finally, | wanted to see how the rest of the 
Bears would react to the players that are not playing due 
to the holding out or injuries. | can’t put off that analysis 
any longer. McMahon, Perry and Phillips are passing their 
tests but the Bears are failing miserably in reacting to the 
players who are not playing. 

| thought that the return of holdout Mike Singletary, and 





NFC Central Roundup 


injured stars Dan Hampton and Gary Fencik would relieve 
some of the pressure, but it didn’t. The Bears are letting 
outside influences affect their play! Instead of talking and 
thinking about football, they are talking and thinking about 
when Todd Bell and Al Harris will sign their contract? Or 
they are wondering who is going to:play flanker since Den- 
nis McKinnon is injured? Or can Dan Hampton play up 
to par after four or five knee operations?. . . All of that talk 
doesn’t win games. Execution wins games and right now 
the Bears aren’t executing. 

If the Bears don’t get their act together in a real hurry, 
we may be looking at the winter’s version of the Chicago 
Cubs in the Bears. The Cubs, contrary to popular belief, 
were playing bad baseball well before the injuries to Bob 
Dernier, Gary Matthews, Jody Davis and the entire pitch- 
ing staff. The reason for that was because they were not 
thinking about baseball. They chose to take their opposi- 
tion for granted, as well as being more concerned about 
the strike and lights issues and they are paying for it. 

The only difference between the Cubs and Bears is that 
the Cubs can’t right themselves and the Bears still can. 
The Bears can do it because they have the talent. | still 
feel that the Bears have what it takes to go to the Super 
Bowl. 

Things to look for from the Bears: 

1) The Bears will try to trade for an extra number one 
pick this year so they can trade both of those picks for 
a chance at Bo Jackson or Keith Byars. Walter Payton 


Minnesota Pulls Another Upset 


Special to the BEAR REPORT 

TAMPA, FL — The Vikings took advantage of five Tampa Bay 
turnovers and a blocked punt in a convincing 31-16 victory over 
the Buccaneers. The Vikings are now 2-0 while the Bucs have 
dropped to 0-2. 

“There are a lot of ways to win football games,” said Minnesota 
head coach Bud Grant. “Each week the script is different.”’ 

The Minnesota defense recovered two!fumbles and picked off 
two Steve DeBerg passes. The special teams also came up with 
a fumble recovery when Rufus Bess blacked Frank Garcia’s punt 
atiermpt on the first series of the third quarter. 

Minnesota quarterback Tommy Kramer completed 18 of 28 
passes for 183 yards and one touchdown. He was intercepted 
twice, Darrin Nelson led all Viking rushers with 42 yards on 11 
carries. Ted Brown led the Vikings in receptions with five for 82 
yards. 


GREEN BAY 23, NEW YORK GIANTS 20 

GREEN BAY, WI — A one-yard touchdown run by Eddie Lee 
lvery with three minutes left helped the Packers record their first 
victory of the 1985 campaign. ; _ 

New York had a chance to tie the game with a minute left but 
Ali Haji-Sheikh’s attempt from 47 yards was way short. He earli- 
er had kicked field goals of 23 and 52 yards. 

Earlier in the final quarter, the Packers fell behind 20-17 when 
Lionel Manuel scored on a five-yard pass from Phil Simms. The 


Two-Game Totals 


Packers’ winning drive covered 75 yards on nine plays and in- 
cluded a 34-yard pass from Lynn Dickey to James Lofton and 
a 22-yard strike to Phil Epps. 

“Somehow this club finds a way when things get their most 
dismal,”’ said Dickey. He finished the game with 15 of 26 for 188 
yards and one touchdown. Lofton caught four passes for 88 yards. 


DETROIT 26, DALLAS 21 

PONTIAC, MI — The final score of this game was very deceiv- 
ing as the Cowboys scared three fourth-quarter touchdowns. af- 
ter trailing 26-0. 

Detroit's defense dominated most of the contest as it record- 
ed three interceptions, two fumble recoveries and displayed a 
classic goal line stand. The victory gives the Lions a 2-0 record 
under new head coach Darryl Rogers. The Cowboys drop to 1-1. 

“Somehow | don’t think we’re getting overconfident” said 
Detroit defensive tackle Doug English. ‘‘We’ve won two squeak- 
ers. I'll be happy if we do that for all 16.” 

Detroit quarterback Eric Hipple completed 10 of 24 passes for 
141 yards and one touchdown and he also scored another TD 
on a one-yard run. Lions’ receiver Jeff Chadwick caught two pass- 
es for 44 yards including the 21-yard touchdown toss in the first 
quarter. The Cowboy touchdowns in the final quarter included 
two by WR Tony Hill (11 and 14-yard passes from QB Gary Hoge- 
boom). Dallas starter Danny White left the game with a sprained 
wrist after the third quarter. 


Bears’ Defensive Stats 


Player Total Solo Assists 
M Singletary 14 12 
G Fencik 12 
D Duerson 9 
W Marshall 

S McMichael 

L Frazier 

M Richardson 
0 Wilson 

R Dent 

M Hartenstine 
W Perry 

S Gayle 

M Suhey 

K Margerum 

D Hampton 

R Phillips 
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Passes 
Defended 


Fumbles Forced : 
Recovered Fumbles Blocks Sacks/Yards 


2 3.0/ 24.0 


OrOocecoOononmnooqonr 
oko ho kolokololololo lolol =io) 
(—o ooo ko Kolo ol Koko Volokh) 
S2ODOrFPCOOOCOOCCO0OSD 
SODDODC OD OOOOOOO 


SPECIAL TEAMS TACKLES 


Player Total. Solo Assists 
T Wrightman 4 
§ Gentry 2 
K Taylor 2 
K Butler 1 
M Suhey 1 


Player Total Solo 


C Thomas 1 1 
J Morrissey 1 1 
C Thrift 1 1 
R Rivera 1 0 
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can’t go on running forever. 

2) If the Bears do sign Al Harris they will eventually trade 
him because despite what Buddy Ryan might think, Har- 
ris and Wilber Marshall won't split time at linebacker. 

3) Leslie Frazier will also be traded. | think Ditka is sick- 
and tired of his ‘I’m hurt but |’ll be alright’ syndrome. 

4) Emery Moorehead will eventually lose his starting job 
to Tim Wrightman. ; 

5) Kevin Butler will make the All-Rookie team. 

Chester Doboszewski 
Chicago, Illinois 


Great Opener 


Dear Editor, 

Since the Bears played the Buccaneers on opening day, 
| got to watch the game on my local station. It was great 
to see the way the team fought back after trailing by two 
touchdowns in the second quarter. 

| know most people figured the Bears would have an 
easy time with Tampa, but | feel Tampa Bay is one of the 
up and coming teams in the league. Believe me, the Bucs 
didn’t blow this game, the Bears earned the win. They 
fought hard and never gave up. They wanted to prove they 
are still the division champs. The defense still needs some 
work but the offense looks in top gear. I’ve never seen 
a Bear team move the ball through the air so well. 

| can’t wait until October when the Bears visit my town. 
I'll be out in Tampa Stadium leading the cheers for the 
Monsters. ; 

Michael Muldoon 
Tampa, FL 


McMahon Looks Sharp 


Dear Doug, 

| was at the opener between the Bears and Tampa and 
came away with the feeling that Jim McMahon may be the 
best quarterback in the NFL this season. He made very 
few errors and guided the team to four touchdowns. He 
showed a lot of smarts out there by the way he got the 
ball into Matt Suhey on that one touchdown. 

McMahon has what it takes to guide the Bears to the 
Super Bowl. If he can stay healthy, there’s not telling what 
he can do this season. His passing ability is far superior 
to what it was a year or two ago, and | feel he is begin- 
ning to learn when to run and when to hit the dirt. Mark 
my words, if he continues to play like this, it will be Super 
Bowl time for the Bears come January. 

John Jones 
Belvidere, IL 


Subscription Phone Service 


If you need to call the BEAR REPORT concerning anew 
or current subscription, please contact our subscription 
department at 608/837-5161 and ask for Janice in the cir- 
culation department. 


Red. Carpet TRAVEL’S 


CHICAGO BEARS FAN TOURS 


BEARS AT DALLAS 


NOVEMBER 15-17, 1985 
AIR-TOUR FROM &291.00 


BEARS AT DETROIT 


DECEMBER 21-22, 1985 
MOTORCOACH TOUR FROM £99.00 


$. 
Me 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION AND 
BROCHURE CONTACT 


Red Carpet TRAVEL 


1044 E. 162nd Street 
South Holland, IL 60473 


596-0070 
HOURS: Mon. & Fri. 9-8; Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9-5:30; Sat. 9-1 





Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 
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